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Thursday 23 November, 2017 at 5 pm 
in Committee Room 2, at Sandwell Council House, Oldbury 

 
Agenda 

(Open to Public and Press) 
 
1. Apologies for absence. 
 
2. Members to declare:-  

 
(a) any interest in matters to be discussed at the meeting;  
(b) the existence and nature of any political Party Whip on any 

matter to be considered at the meeting. 
 
3. To confirm the minutes of the meeting held on 21 September 2017 

as a correct record. 
 
4. Discussion with Chair of the Safer Sandwell Partnership Police and 

Crime Board. 
 
5. Public Space Protection Orders. 
 
J Britton 
Chief Executive 
Sandwell Council House 
Freeth Street 
Oldbury 
West Midlands 
 
 
 
 

 
Safer Neighbourhoods and  

Active Communities 
Scrutiny Board 
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Distribution: 
 
Councillor Edis (Chair); 
Councillor Goult (Vice-Chair); 
Councillor Hevican (Vice-Chair); 
Councillors Allcock, Bawa, Ashman, Hadley, Phillips, R Price, Underhill and 
White; 
Mr M Babb (Co-opted member). 
 

 
Agenda prepared by Alex Goddard 

Democratic Services Unit - Tel: 0121 569 3178 
E-mail: alexander_goddard@sandwell.gov.uk 

 
 
This document is available in large print on request to the above 
telephone number.  The document is also available electronically 
on the Committee Management Information System which can be 
accessed from the Council’s web site on www.sandwell.gov.uk  
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 Agenda Item 1   
 
 

Safer Neighbourhoods and Active Communities Scrutiny Board 
 
 

Apologies for Absence 
 
 
The Board will receive any apologies for absence from the members of the 
Board. 
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 Agenda Item 2   

 
 

Safer Neighbourhoods and Active Communities Scrutiny Board 
 
 

Declaration of Interests 
 
 
 
Members to declare:-  
 
(a) any interest in matters to be discussed at the meeting;  
 
(b) the existence and nature of any political Party Whip on any matter to be 

considered at the meeting.   
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Agenda Item 3 
  

 
Minutes of the Safer Neighbourhoods and Active Communities 

Scrutiny Board 
 
 

21st September, 2017 at 5.00pm 
at Sandwell Council House, Oldbury 

 
Present: Councillor Edis (Chair); 

Councillor Hevican (Vice-Chair); 
Councillors Allcock, Ashman, Underhill and White. 

 
Apologies:  Councillors Goult, Hadley, Phillips and R Price. 

 
In Attendance: A Caddick (Director – Housing and Communities). 

 
 
4/17 Minutes  
 

Resolved that the minutes of the meeting held on 27th July, 2017 
be approved as a correct record. 

 
 
5/17 Review of Income Generation Opportunities for the Council’s 

Leisure and Culture Facilities 
 

The Board undertook a review of income generation opportunities for 
the Council’s leisure and culture facilities.  This had been identified 
as a potential topic for review during the Scrutiny Management 
Board’s consideration of the Budget Outturns 2016/17. 
 
The Director – Housing and Communities attended the meeting with 
officers to provide a brief overview of recent developments that would 
impact on the review.  Members felt that the direction of the review 
needed to be revised to instead focus on “Maximising the Use of the 
Council’s Culture and Leisure Facilities” which would help ensure the 
future sustainability of such services. 
 



Safer Neighbourhoods and Active Communities  
Scrutiny Board – 21st September, 2017 
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From the comments and questions by members of the Board, the 
following responses were made and issues highlighted:- 
 
- a project, sponsored by the Deputy Leader and Cabinet 

Member for Neighbourhood and Communities, was looking at 
how to maximise the use of various types of facilities including 
libraries and community centres. It was hoped that the work of 
the review would complement this project; 

 
- most community centres in Sandwell were now managed 

independently, some by pre-existing third sector organisations 
and others by organisations formed from the former Council 
management committees; 

 
- management committees needed to have a breadth of 

experience to ensure they were effective; 
 
- through their own experiences, members identified Thimblemill 

Library, Smethwick as a particularly strong example of where a 
local community library was used for a wide range of activities; 

 
- the Sandwell Library Service provided modern, vibrant and 

community-minded places offering varied services including 
lending libraries, computer access, events, homework clubs 
and more.  Movable bookshelves meant that libraries could be 
used to hold many different types of event including 
performances and workshops; 

 
- the mobile library was still in operation in Sandwell.  Members 

requested further information on this service.  It was suggested 
that due to their location away from libraries, the possibility of 
the mobile library service working with The Priory and 
Tameside Primary Schools should be investigated; 

 
- computer equipment at libraries, while well used by the local 

community, was aging. 
 
- members noted that some libraries had Facebook pages which 

they used to keep local residents informed and to promote 
events. It was suggested that this should be considered for all 
Sandwell libraries. 

 



Safer Neighbourhoods and Active Communities  
Scrutiny Board – 21st September, 2017 
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Once officers had collated a wide range of information, this would 
help inform further work to be undertaken by the Scrutiny Board. 

 
The Board thanked the Director and officers for attending the 
meeting. 

 
Resolved:- 
 
(1) that the scrutiny review of Income Generation 

Opportunities for the Council’s Leisure and Culture 
Facilities be refocussed on “Maximising the Use of the 
Council’s Culture and Leisure Facilities”; 
 

(2) that the Director – Housing and Communities:- 
 

(a) provide further information on the Mobile Library 
Service to councillors; 

(b) provide information on how the Mobile Library 
Service is advertised to Scrutiny; 

(c) investigate the possibility of using the Mobile 
Library Service to work with The Priory and 
Tameside Primary Schools; 

(d) consider using Facebook pages for all libraries as 
a way of communicating with residents; 

 
(3) that the officer group work supporting the Review of 

Maximising the Use of the Council’s Culture and Leisure 
Facilities collate a wide range of information for the Board 
to assist with more detailed consideration of the review. 

 
 
 
 

(Meeting ended at 5.47pm) 
 
 
 
 
 

Contact Officer: Alex Goddard 
Democratic Services Unit 

0121 569 3178 
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 Agenda Item 4 

 
SAFER NEIGHBOURHOODS AND  

ACTIVE COMMUNITIES SCRUTINY BOARD 
 

23 November 2017 
 

Subject: Discussion with Chair of the Safer Sandwell 
Partnership Police and Crime Board 

Contribution towards Vision 
2030:  

 
Contact Officer(s):  
 

Alex Goddard, Scrutiny Officer 
alexander_goddard@sandwell.gov.uk 

 
1 PURPOSE OF THE ITEM 
 

Each year the Chair of the Safer Sandwell Partnership Police and Crime 
Board attends a meeting of the Council’s Scrutiny Board with 
responsibility for crime reduction to discuss the work of the Police and 
Crime Board.  Chief Superintendent Baker (West Midlands Police), Chair 
of the Police and Crime Board, will be in attendance at the meeting. 
 

2 RECOMMENDATION 
 

The Board is invited to consider what recommendations it may wish to 
make following the discussion. 

 
3 IMPLICATIONS FOR SANDWELL’S VISION 
 

The work of the Safer Sandwell Partnership Police and Crime Board 
supports Vision 2030, with clear and direct contributions to the following 
ambitions: 

 
Ambition 1 – Sandwell is a community where our families have high 
aspirations and where we pride ourselves on equality of opportunity and 
on our adaptability and resilience. 
 
Ambition 5 – Our communities are built on mutual respect and taking care 
of each other, supported by all the agencies that ensure we feel safe and 
protected in our homes and local neighbourhoods. 
 

mailto:alexander_goddard@sandwell.gov.uk
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Ambition 8 – Our distinctive towns and neighbourhoods are successful 
centres of community life, leisure and entertainment where people 
increasingly choose to bring up their families. 
 
Ambition 10 – Sandwell now has a national reputation for getting things 
done, where all local partners are focused on what really matters in 
people’s lives and communities. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
Surjit Tour 
Director – Monitoring Officer  
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 Agenda Item 5 

 
SAFER NEIGHBOURHOODS AND  

ACTIVE COMMUNITIES SCRUTINY BOARD 
 

23 November 2017 
 

Subject: Public Space Protection Orders 
Contribution towards Vision 
2030:  

 
Contact Officer(s):  
 

Alex Goddard, Scrutiny Officer 
alexander_goddard@sandwell.gov.uk 

 
1 PURPOSE OF THE ITEM 
 

To receive a verbal update on Public Space Protection Orders in 
Sandwell.   
 

2 RECOMMENDATION 
 

The Board is invited to consider what recommendations it may wish to 
make following the discussion. 

 
3 IMPLICATIONS FOR SANDWELL’S VISION 
 

The use of Public Space Protection Orders can support the following 
ambitions: 

 
Ambition 1 – Sandwell is a community where our families have high 
aspirations and where we pride ourselves on equality of opportunity and 
on our adaptability and resilience. 
 
Ambition 5 – Our communities are built on mutual respect and taking care 
of each other, supported by all the agencies that ensure we feel safe and 
protected in our homes and local neighbourhoods. 
 
Ambition 8 – Our distinctive towns and neighbourhoods are successful 
centres of community life, leisure and entertainment where people 
increasingly choose to bring up their families. 
 

mailto:alexander_goddard@sandwell.gov.uk
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Ambition 10 – Sandwell now has a national reputation for getting things 
done, where all local partners are focused on what really matters in 
people’s lives and communities. 

 
 
 
Dr Alison Knight 
Executive Director – Neighbourhoods 
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